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SUBJECT: GERMAN GAS SEPARATION PLANT FOR THE USSR 
REF: A) OECD PARIS 1795, B) COCOM DOC (75)1283 

1. DEPARTMENT INEORMED JAN. 29 BY GERMAN EMBASSY THAT 
GERMAN DEL WIT T, MAKE STATEMENT IN EEBRUARY 3 COCOM 
MEETING THAT GERMANS WITHDRAWING SUBJECT CASE FROM COCOM 
CONSIDERATION AND INTEND EXPORT PLANT AS PERMITTED UNDER 
AP 3 AS DESCRIBED REE A. 

2. IN COMMENTING ON GERMAN ACTION, USDEL MAY NOTE THAT 
US UNDERSTANDS GERMAN POSITION IN VIEW OBVIOUS ECONOMIC 
AND POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OE THIS TRANSACTION TO GERMANY. 

WE ALSO NOTE IMPORTANCE OE MAIN PRODUCT OP PLANT IN VIEW 
WORLD NEED FOR ENERGY SOURCES. HOWEVER, US IS 
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CONCERNED THAT GERMAN ACTION MAY BE EXTENDING APPLICATION 
AP 3 TO UNJUSTIFIED EXTENT AND MAY CONSTITUTE DANGEROUS 
PRECEDENT FOR COCOM. US ALSO CONCERNED AT STRATEGIC 
IMPORTANCE THIS EXPORT. US NOTES IN PARTICULAR THAT 
HELIUM LIQUIEACTION EQUIPMENT MAY BE CONSIDERED AS NOT 
INTEGRAL PART OP GAS SEPARATION PLANT SINCE LIQUIFACTION 
IS NOT PART OF PRODUCTION PROCESS AND IS NOT ESSENTIAL TO 
THE OPERATION OF THE PLANT. IT COULD THUS BE QUESTIONED 
WHETHER THE HELIUM LIQUIFACTION EQUIPMENT IS A TRUE 
"COMPONENT " IN SENSE OP AP 3. WE NOTE IN THIS REGARD 
THAT IF LIQUIFACTION EQUIPMENT WERE REMOVED THE PLANT 
ITSELP COULD QUALIFY UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE TO 
SUB-ITEM 1 1 10(C)(1). BECAUSE OF THE QUESTIONABILITY 
OF PERMITTING EXPORT OF THE GAS LIQUIFACTION EQUIPMENT 
AND RELATED STORAGE TANKS UNDER AP 3 AND THE STRATEGIC 
APPLICATIONS OF LIQUID HELIUM, WE ARE CONCERNED AT THE 
INCLUSION OF THESE ITEMS IN THE PROPOSED EXPORT. WE 
THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT THE GERMANS NOT RPT NOT INCLUDE 
THE GAS LIQUIFICATION EQUIPMENT AND RELATED LIQUID 
STORAGE TANKS IN THE PROPOSED EXPORT. WE WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN RECEIVING GERMAN VIEWS. INGERSOLL 
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